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The Yahara River Parkway:

A Vision Whose Time Has Come

Momentum has
been building in re-
cent months for the
Yahara River Park-
way. The Yahara
River Parkway com-
mittee has been meet-
ing for several years
and has recently re-
leased a draft master
plan. On April 4 a
meeting was held to
solicit public input
for the plan, and on
April 18, the Urban
Open Space Founda- X
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ented recreational op-
portunities, views of
lakes, safety, friendli-
ness, well-defined
neighborhoods, and
many others. The
Yahara River Corridor
potentially embodies
many of the qualities
people find charming
and attractive about
Madison. The Plan-
ning effort will set a
course in transforming
and enhancing this
area into a recreational
jewel. It will also seek

with the Forum De-
sign Team sponsored
a Yahara River Parkway Public Forum.
This issue of the newsletter will focus
on this bold vision for Tenney-Lapham’s
eastern boundary. The following is from
the draft master plan.

The Yahara River Parkway is a com-
munity-wide resource. On the easterly
end of the isthmus is a mile long, linear
section of the Yahara River connecting
Lake Mendota to Lake Monona. This is
the only segment of the Yahara River to
traverse an urban setting in Madison.
The Parkway provides many unique
opportunities for stewardship and trans-
formation of this precious recreational
resource so close to so many people. The
Park was created in the early 1900’s
under the sponsorship of the Madison
Park and Pleasure Drive Association.

The main emphasis was on creating
open space with paths and carriage trails
to enjoy views and vistas of the river and
the lush plantings along the way. The
ideals of health, beauty, and democracy
of the 19th-century park movement were
embodied in the goals of the Madison
Park and Pleasure Drive Association.
The Association’s legacy is still shap-
ing our ideas of the park though they
have been translated into our 20th-cen-
tury vocabulary. The Yahara River cor-
ridor will be planned with that legacy
and spirit in mind.

In 1996, Money magazine rated
Madison the number one American city
in which to live because of the many
attributes available to the citizens; like
bicycle and walking paths, water-ori-

to add compatible
housing and commer-
cial developments into the existing
neighborhood over the next ten to fif-
teen years.

Why this renewed focus on the
Yahara River Parkway? While citizens,
civic groups, landscape architects, and
urban planners have suggested planning
concepts for the Yahara River Parkway
for over a century, the Yahara River
Parkway Concept Plan had its most re-
cent beginnings in the 1994 Marquette-
Schenk-Atwood Neighborhood Plan and
the 1995 Tenney-Lapham/Old Market
Place Neighborhood Plan. Both neigh-
borhood plans identified the Yahara
River Parkway corridor as a priority
planning area and recommend a com-
prehensive study to identify potential

(continued on page 10)
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Yahara River Parkway - History

Idea for a Parkway Began in 1903

The Yahara River, origi-
nally called the Catfish
River, connects the Yahara
Lakes. The Catfish existed in
an undisturbed, indigenous
ecosystem, flowing through
marsh, swamp, and forested
bottomland in a natural me-
andering route from Lake
Mendota to Lake Monona.
Madison’s earliest Euro-
pean-American settlers fre-
quently used dumped gar-
bage on the banks and
straightened the Yahara
River by 1905.

When the river was
straightened, it was renamed
the Yahara River, Since the
turn of the century,
Madison’s citizens and civic

A e reclo o :

ties for the beautifying of
the City is the Yahara
River. This river and its
banks should be reclaimed
for the people of this City
[in order to] secure to the
public, for all time, free
and uninterrupted use and
enjoyment of this river and
its banks.
True to these words, the
Madison Park and Plea-
sure Drive Association in-
troduced the Yahara River
Parkway as a concept in
1903. The initial planning
and development for
Madison’s first great pub-

gt Bt iR
From an 1885 map. The mill i
Creek is now called Yahara River, and Westport Road is now Sherman Ave. the plans of Ossian Cole

lic park, Tenney Park, was
completed in 1911 using

organizations have recog-

Simonds also. The estab-

nized the Yahara River Parkway as a  doraccessible to all. The words of a 1903 |ishment of Tenney Park changed the
unique City asset - a natural cross-isth-  report of the Madison Park and Pleasure  association’s direction and started the
mus link between Lakes Mendota and  Drive Association remain compellingto-  golden age of park formation here in
Monona - and as an opportunity to es-  day: “One of the unique features of Madi- Madison.

tablish a continnous open space corri-  son and one possessing great possibili-
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{continued on next page)
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(from previous page)

Simonds’ plan envisioned continu-
ous, uninterrupted, and accessible pub-

lic paths on each side of
the river. These landscap-
ing plans for both Tenney
Park and the Parkway
highlighted native, Mid-
western plant species, a
novel concept at the time.

The creation of the
Parkway was built almost
entirely with private sub-
scriptions, of the 482 sub-
scribers, half gave $10 or
less. Along with land be-
ing donated by prominent
citizens, 56 teamsters
agreed to donate two loads
of crushed stones for fill.
In the spirit of civic pride,
the railroad companies
raised/built new bridges
and in 1904, Norwegian
Consul Halle Steensland
offered $10,000 to build a
stone bridge over the
Yahara River at East
Washington Avenue.

The Parkway plan of
1903 was developed by
Ossian Cole Simonds, one
of the leading practitio-
ners of the Prairie “Spirit”
in landscape design. He
relied primarily on native
plants and local landscape
features, and arranged
them in a recreated natu-
ralistic manner.

Yahara River Parkway -

History

The Tenney Park and Yahara River
Parkway were designated Madison
Landmarks in 1995. Tenney Park and the
Yahara River Parkway triggered an era
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James Doty’s map of the area, 1836
Note the original meandering of the river

of incredible park philanthropy in Madi-
son. In the 19th century, Orton Park was
the only developed parkland in the City.
In 1894, a private group was founded

to address the need for
increased parklands: the
Madison Park and Plea-
sure Drive Association
(MPPDA). In the first
years of its existence,
the group focused its
activities on the devel-
opment of “pleasure
drives,” landscaped
roads through the coun-
tryside that were used
mostly by the one-fourth
of the population with
sufficient means to own
horses or the occasional
horse-less carriage.
Tenney Park and the
Yahara River Parkway
were the first parks de-
veloped by the Associa-
tion that were intended
to provide a place of rec-
reation and beauty for
the other majority of the
population. The success
of these efforts encour-
aged the MPPDA 1o de-
velop additional parks,
including Brittingham,
Vilas, Olin, Hoyt,
Glenway Golf Course,
Law Park, and Nakoma
park. In 1938, the
MPPDA dissolved and

(continued on next page)
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Yahara River Parkway - History |

(continued from previous page)

handed over all of its lands to the City
and also handed over a legacy of com-
mitment to parks and open space that
continues to this day.

The YRP Committee’s concept plan
retains Simonds’ vision for the Yahara
River Parkway while adding modifica-
tions required by increases in automo-
bile and bicycle use since Simonds’ day.
While Simonds envisioned two pedes-
trian paths - one on each side of the river
- the YRP Committee recommends a
low-impact pedestrian path on one side

of the river and a bike/pedestrian path -

on the other side. In addition, the YRP
Committee recommends a Parkway fea-
ture that was probably mot necessary
ninety years ago but is crucial today:
pedestrian underpasses where the Park-
way intersects East Johnson Street and
East Washington Avenue, arterial streets
that carry tens of thousands of vehicles
per day across the Yahara River.

In the introduction of Tenney Park
and the Yahara River Parkway by Lance
M. Neckar ASLLA, the report states that
it will create a framework for planning,
future maintenance, and planting and
construction in the park and along the
parkway in a manner that will preserve
and enhance their historic integrity. The
report details the historical significance
and general principles of the preserva-
tion and adaptive reuse of the parkway
and Tenney Park. Lance states that
“Tenney Park and the Yahara River
Parkway are distinguished by the com-

Madison’s Four Lakes Country - from a Survey Done in 1834

¥
oM

bined significance of their design in the
‘prairie spirit’ and their importance in
the progressive period as nationally-rec-
ognized works of civic improvement.
This dual significance also represents the
nexus between civic improvement and
landscape architecture in the late nine-
teenth century and the progressive pe-
riod prior to the First World War.” Lance
articulates three general principles to
guide the renewal of the park-owned
lands: Curvilinear Connective Paths,
Native Plant Masses, and Replanting
Guides. The specific principles relating
to the Yahara River Parkway are: 1)
Modal (vehicle and bike-pedestrian) and

grade separation for paths, 2) prairie
spirit plantings defining water edge and
continuity, and 3) plantings for personal
safety. His ground rule for park land
improvements replicates the Committee
recommendations for the development
of a path system, restoration of pathways
under bridges, adaptive redesign of
spaces for recreational uses, creating an
ecological corridor, the aesthetic ided of
the “long view” as a space framed by
shrub masses and, most importantly, re-
storing the original quality of Tenney
Park and the Yahara River Parkway de-
sign by O.C. Simonds (See report by
{continued on page 10)
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Yahara River Parkway

Street Underpasses Are a Key to Parkway Plan

On April 4 at 10:00 a.m. the Ad Hoc
Yahara River Parkway (YRP) Commit-
tee invited residents of the Tenney-
Lapham and Marquette Neighborhoods
to gather in the O’ Keefe Middle School
cafeteria for a presentation and discus-
sion of their ideas for the Yahara River
Parkway. The committee had on display
numerous plans and graphics with ac-
companying narratives that illustrated
and described their ideas for the im-
provement of the parkway. Approxi-
mately 150 people were in aftendance
to share their feelings on the proposals
and how they felt the Parkway could or
should be improved.

The Ad Hoc Committee, chaired by
Ed Jepsen, presented an executive sum-
mary of their recommendations that ad-
dressed nine points:

1. East Johnson and East Washing-
ton Bike/Pedestrian Underpasses. To
accomplish safe bike/pedestrian use of
the Parkway, the YRP Committee rec-
ommends underpasses at both East
Washington and East Johnson Streets.
The committee also recommends im-
proving at-grade crossings to provide
safe crossings at low traffic volume
times.

2. West Riverside Bike/Pedestrian

Path. The YRP Committee recommends
a continuous bike/pedestrian path on the
west side of the Yahara River from Lake
Mendota to Lake Monona. This path
would provide numetous access points

" to the Yahara River Parkway and its sce-

nic and recreational assets. The bike/
pedestrian path should provide safe and
well-marked connections to existing
bike routes.

3. East Riverside Footpath. The YRP
Committee recommends a low-impact,
unpaved footpath from Lake Mononato
Tenney Park along the east side of the
river. This footpath would offer pedes-
trians using the eastside of the river an
oppertunity to enjoy the river without
conflicts with faster-paced riverside us-
ers using the westside bike/pedestrian
path.

4. Burr Jones Area Redevelopment.
The YRP Committee recommends a
comprehensive redevelopment of the
Burr Jones Field area, the land between
East Johnson Street, East Washington
Avenue, the Yahara River, the City Ga-
rage, and the Fiore Center. The Com-
mittee feels that this area is limited aes-
thetically and recreationally by inad-
equate and unsafe access, screening
from adjacent commercial/industrial

* JETTINGS
* GEMITONES

=
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properties and its present use. Recom-
mendations for the upgrading of this area
include acquiring adjacent properties
along East Johnson Street, improving
access, and developing a water-based,
multi-purpose facility along the river to
integrate Burr Jones Field with the

Riverway.
{continued on next page)
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| Yahara River Parkway |

(continued from previous page)

5. Educational Signage. The YRP
Committee recommends working with
the schools to create an educational out-
door laboratory in the vicinity of
Marquette/O’ Keefe Middle School that
would éxplain the ecosystem of the river.
Another recommendation is to increase
the utilization of the river corridor as a
geological, historical and ecological
learning experience. The YRP Commit-
tee encourages a public-private partner-
ship to synthesize an educational pro-
gram that promotes the environmental
and historical significance of the Yahara
River Parkway and targets audiences
that include the area school populations.

6. Parkway Focal Points. The YRP
Committee identified several sites that
present significant opportunities for en-
hancing the Yahara River Parkway with
amenities such as artwork, benches, edu-

Your Source
for
New & Used
D) & Stereo

Equipment

AUDIO
DEPOT

708 E. Johnson Street - Madison
Hours: M-Sat 11:30am-8pm; Closed Sunday

608-251-2000
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cational signage and landscaping. The
sites identified are: Williamson Street/
Yahara River Parkway Intersection,
Tenney Park, Filene Park, Marquette
Elementary/O’Keefe Middle School
Education Area and Yahara Place Park.

7. Park Stewardship, Landscape and
Historic Preservation Planning. The
YRP Committee recommends develop-
ing plans for the restoration of Ossion
Cole Simonds’ vision for the landscape
of the Yahara River Parkway and
Tenney Park. That vision emphasizes
plant species native to the Upper Mid-
west. Responsibility for the enhance-
ment and improvement of the parkway
can be shared with the adjacent neigh-
borhoods and the City Parks Division.

8. Thornton Avenue. The recom-
mendation for this area is to convert
Thomton Avenue, where possible, to
bike path, green space and Parkway
amenities. Options for allowing prop-
erty owner access would be to create
turnarounds at appropriate points on
Thornton Avenue, changing parts of the
Avenue from two-way to one-way and/
or eliminating roadway segments.

9. Private Development Guidelines.
The YRP Committee states that, in ad-
dition to studying ways to improve the
Yahara River Parkway, its mission in-
cludes ways to increase open areas in

L/ Baby and
Yourself to

Mother Nature’s
Diaper Service

Weekly pickup and deliv-
ery of soft cotton dia-

pers to your doorstep

Call 251-BABY
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a park-deficient area and enhance the
Parkway’s visual and social integration
with the surrounding neighborhoods.
The YRP Committee recommends that
the City Parks Division and other ap-
propriate agencies investigate the acqui-
sition of adjacent private land parcels as
they become available. The YRP Com-
mittee also recommends that the City of
Madison encourage residential, mixed
commercial/residential and open space
development. They state that modest,
affordable housing is an asset to the
Yahara area and any redevelopment be
consistent with the area’s existing resi-
dential character.

Following the Committee’s presen-
tation of the preceding points, the meet-
ing was opened to comment from attend-
ees. Comments included support for the
continuous pathway, questions regard-
ing the concern for the maintenance and
oversight of the pathway, treating the
parkway as a ‘whole resource’, closing
Thornton Avenue will increase the resi-
dential traffic, provide community gar-
den space and limit the density of resi-
dential development.

At the end of the meeting, Ed Jepsen
informed the group of the Urban Open
Space Foundation’s April 18 meeting
entitled “Our Yahara: Restoring A Trea-
sured Landscape™, to be held at Lapham
Elementary School. He also reminded
those in attendance that the committee
is actively soliciting comment from
neighborhood members. Questions can
be addressed to: Archie Nicoletti, 266-
4635; Ald. Barbara Vedder, 249-8426;
Ed Jepsen, 255-2845; and David
‘Wallner, 256-2958

-David Mandehr

Tenney-Lapham Neighborhood Association Newsletter



Christ Presbyterlan is Sponsormg
- Vacation Bible School in June

We, your neighbors at Christ Pres-
byterian Church, would like to invite
your children to join us for Vacation
Bible School for five afternoons in June.
Our church, which sits on the comer of
Gorham and Brearly Streets, is host for
Tenney-Lapham gatherings and is used
by many community groups.

The date of this year’s Vacation Bible
School is June 15-19. Children ages 4
through 5th grade will fill our church
building with laughter, energy and curi-
osity from 1-4 pm. Each afternoon at
Vacation Bible School, we tell a differ-
ent story about David from the Bible.
The rest of the afternoon is then spent
in activities involving dramatic play, art,
lively music, creative snacks, and dis-
cussions of the day’s Bible story.

This year our children will explore the
life of David, the Shepherd King. We
will follow David’s life as he grows from
a young lad, watch as he develops a
friendship with Jonathan, survives the
jealousy of the king, lives as a renegade
and outlaw, and finally becomes a sea-
soned, humble king.

Register your child (with your pay-
ment) by Sunday, May 17 and the cost is
$10 per child, with a maximum cost of
$25 per family. Submit your registra-
tion and payment from May 18 to Mon-
day, June 1 and pay $13 per child with a
family maximum of $35. For specific
information about Vacation Bible School
and a registration form please feel free
to call the church at 257-4845.

217 N. Paterson
Madison, Wis. 53703

\ Jerry Wiese

Ham DesiaNer

Tenney Park
Neighborhood
Work Day

Saturday, May 16
9 am - 4 pm
(Rain Date: Sunday, May 17)
Meet at the shelter

Join your neighbors in pick-
ing up trash and mulching and
planting trees and shrubs. Trash
bags provided. Bring a rake or
shovel if you have one.

Refreshments will be provided.
Families welcome - Bring the Kids

For further information,
call David Wallner 256-2958
or
Rick Bernstein 251-4615
Sponsored by TLNA and
Madison Trust

11 am to 11 pm
255-1313

Froe Open Tuc-Sun

Consultation 453 W Gilman
Cell For
Appointment
{808) 251-HAIR

“Casual elegance at modest prices!”
Try OUR FaMOUS
e Certified Black Angus® Steaks
* Fresh Seafood ¢ Gourmet Specials
* California Pastas e Exceptional
Wine List & Original Drink Menu
Lunch: Mon.-Fri. 11am-2pm.
Dinner: 7 Nights/Week, 5:30-10pm.
Bar Opens Mon.-Fri. 4pm, Sat.-Sun. bpm.

RESERVATIONS ACCEPTED
251-8700 ’
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In Alder Words. . .

New Commlttee Exploring Isthmus Garden Sites

With the weather finally becoming -
beautiful, what a better time to address
a couple issues which people appreci-
ate a [ot in the spring/summer seasons.

The Yahara River Parkway Master
Plan has finally been completed after
three years of hard work by committee
members. I’'m sure many of you have
already read about it but for those who
haven't, it involved a comprehensive
study of ways to enhance the Parkway,
linking the Isthmus from Lakes Mendota
to Monona, as an aesthetic, recreational,
and social asset to neighborhood and
City residents. The essential focuses
were an expansion of parkland, the de-
velopment of a pedestrian/bicycle path
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282-7000

and footpath, and encouraging redevel-
opment towards more residential, mixed
commercial/residential and open space
opportunities.

The interest in this project has been
astounding. At the Yahara River Park-
way Committee’s final public meeting
on April 4, over 150 people gathered to
receive information, ask questions and
provide tnput in the form of verbal and
written comments. As of this writing,
the Master Plan is scheduled to be in-
troduced to the Common Council on
April 21, and then be referred to several
city committees for their review, input,
and recommendations. 1 will have a
schedule of which committees, as will

A simple call
and you can
have all
your
accounts
switched
over to
Heartland

Hetlnd

CREDIT UNION

944 Williamson Street + Madison, W) 53703
608/282.7050 FAX 2827056
E-maff heu3lke@itls.com

555 W, Washington Avenua + Madison, W1 53703
608/282.7000 / 1,800.362.3944 ’
FAX 282.7090
www.hearthaindeu.org
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Archie Nicolette of the city’s Depart-
ment of Planning and Development
(266-4635).

After the Plan is finally approvcﬁ by
the Council, the committee will continue
its life by meeting as necessary to fol-
low the implementation proceedings of
our recommendations. Some present
members will be leaving the committee
at this time, so if you are interested in
becoming involved please let me know.
I truly enjoyed being one of the mem-
bers of this team and would like to heart-
ily thank all the committee members for
the long number of hours and dedicated
work they put into this project. The
Tenney Lapham residents involved in-
cluded Ed Jepsen, co-chair, Alison
Mader and David Wallner.

On another subject, the Committee
on Community Gardens has finaily be-
gun meeting. We will be exploring what
the city’s role is in the establishment of
community gardens city-wide, with spe-
cial emphasis on the Isthmus which is
so difficult an area to find open space.
It’s a great group of people representing
community gardening groups, a mem-
ber of the UW community with exper-
tise in urban gardening development,
representatives of the Parks Commis-
sion, Plan Commission, and CDBG
Commission, and one alderperson. John
Bell, a Tenney Lapham resident is serv-
ing as Chair while I am the lone alder
and serve as vice chair.

Finally, thanks to everyone who par-
ticipated in Earth Day activities and
“Take a Stake in the Lakes.” It's very
uplifting to see people of all ages work-
ing together to make our urban environ-
ment cleaner and more attractive. Ex-
tra kudos to those who do this on an
ongoing basis, whether in the streets,
parks, or wherever else. Bravo!

- Alder Barbara Vedder

email: district2@council.ci.

madison.wi.us

Phone Number 249-8428
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Yahara River Parkway

Yahara River
{from page I)

ways to enhance the Parkway as an aes-
thetic, recreational, and social asset to
neighborhood and City residents. In ad-
dition, both plans emphasize the impor-
tance of enhancing the Parkway as an
environmental and historic asset. Per-
haps most importantly, both plans high-
light the need to provide safe and con-
venient bike and pedestrian connections
between all of the adjacent east isthmus
neighborhoods, the Yahara River Park-
way, and a user-friendly network of pub-
lic parks. As both plans suggest, the key
to making these connections is the
Yahara River Parkway itself - a natural
cross-isthmus connector between neigh-
borhoods.

In July 1995, the City of Madison
Common Council acted on the recom-
mendations of these neighborhoed plans
by authorizing the creation of the Yahara
River Parkway Ad Hoc Steering Com-
mittee (YRP Committee) to prepare a
cancept plan for the Yahara River Park-
way in partnership with the Department
of Planning and Development. The
Mayor appointed ten members to the
Committee.

The planning philosophy and ap-
proach to the Yahara River environs fall
into three basic concepts. These con-
cepts were used throughout the plan pro-
cess. .

1) The plan will stay true to the spirit

of the original plan developed in the
early 1900’s for the parkland.

2) A comprehensive approach will be
utilized by integrating the open space,
pedestrian/bike/vehicular circulation
with land uses that will contribute and
enhance the character and quality of the
existing neighborhoods.

3) Encourage public participation to
ensure the plan is representative of the
wishes of the citizens and three adjacent
neighborhodds.

(This article was excerpted from the
Yahara River Parkway and Environs
Draft Master Pfan, March 1998)
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Parkway History
(from page 5)

Lance M. Neckar ASLA-Landscape
Research, Tenney Park and the Yahara
River Parkway, Madison, Wisconsin,
published in 1997).

The bridges over the Yahara River
and Tenney Park are a prominent design
element in creating the sense of history,
character and aesthetic of the river park-
way. Special attention has been given to
the bridge from the beginning of Madi-
son History. In the May 1904 report of
the Madison park and Pleasure Drive
Association, our civic leaders clearly
stated that the consideration to have an
artistic quality instead of an utilitarian
bridge structure “...so that it behooves
us to demand not merely strength but
dignity and civic splendor in their con-
struction. Every City bridge is an oppor-
tunity. It cannot be too often’stated that
nothing pays so well as beauty, and that
this constitutes a large part of the capi-
tal of Madison.”

The East Main Street Bridge appears
identical to the Rutledge Street Bridge.
Although it was built in 1926, ten years

after the Rutledge Street Bridge, it ap-

pears to have been built according to the
same plan. The bridge is a classically-
detailed concrete arch bridge and an
excellent local example of an aestheti-
cally designed bridge. The bridge is
scheduled to be reconstructed just as the
Rutledge Bridge has been recently com-
pleted. The bridges are a major part of
the landmark designation and careful
attention should be paid to future deci-
sions relating to bridges. In November
of 1904, Norwegian Consul Halle
Steensland offered to pay for the bridge
as a present to the City of Madison in
commemoration of his 50 years resi-
dency in the City.

(This article was excerpted from the
Yahara River Parkway and Environs
Draft Master Plan, March 1998)

Page 10

Bits ‘n Pieces

The fundraising drive for the
Reynolds Park Vine Garden was a suc-
cess. Just over $250 was raised and that
amount will be matched by the city’s
People for Parks Matching Fund Pro-
gram. Thank you to all the contributors.
Enjoy the new garden.

The new bicycle racks have arrived
and are in place in front of East Johnson
Street businesses. Along with the new
banners and the old fashioned street
lights that have been recently installed,
the business section of our neighborhood
is looking very fine.

In case you can’t find TLNA presi-
dent Richard Linster’s column in this
issue, it’s because he has “goné fishing
for a grandkid.” Richard has been at the
hospital awaiting the birth of his first
grandchild. Congratulations Richard
and family.

A call was recently received from a
woman who was bitten by a pit bull dog
in the vicinity of the Lapham School/
East Dayton Street area. The caller
stated that this was the third time this
particular dog has been picked up by the
Animal Control Office. She wanted
neighbors to be aware of the dog and to
call the Animal Contro! Office at 255-
2345 if you see the dog loose.

The TLNA web page has recently
been updated. It can be seen at
danenet.wicip.org/tlna/

The brush collection schedule runs
through October: if your refuse is col-
lected on Thursday, the brush must be
at the curb by 7 am on the third Monday
of the month; if your refuse is collected
on Friday, the brush must be at the curb
by 7 am on the fourth Monday of the
month.
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Marquette/O’Keefe Addition on Schedule

On March 9 the wheels of progress
began to turn as front-end loaders
cleared topsoil from the site of the new
addition to the Marquette/O’Keefe
school. Over the next couple of weeks,
foundation work continued as excava-
tion equipment dug trenches and work-
ers from J.H. Findorff, the general con-
tractor, erected concrete forms for the
footings and foundation. During this
time, plans were finalized by the staff
at Marquette for the moves that would

be made necessary by the upcoming
demolition and construction.

During Spring break, Ms. Feuling’s
fifth grade and Ms. Henze’s fourth grade
classrooms and the staff offices and
workroom along the south side of the
first floor were vacated so that work
could be undertaken on those areas. In
an interview with Marty Powers,
Marquette’s principal, he reported that
relocated teachers were accommodated
by storing excess equipment and adjust-
ing existing space. Ms.
Feuling’s and Ms, Henze’s
classes were moved to
Bethany Evangelical Free
Church two blocks away.
Mr. Powers stated that
through minor revisions in
the schedule plus begin-
ning and ending each day
at school, the two affected

classes had a smooth transition to their
new spaces. He also said that there
should be no more moves necessary to
facilitate construction.

In a talk with Fred Brechlin, Project
Manager with Madison Metropolitan
Scheol District, it was confirmed that the
project is on schedule with completion
before the first day of school in August.
He went on to say that work will
progress with the focus being on the
courtyard area, location of the new mul-
tipurpose room and the relocated IMC
and cafeteria. During this time and over
the next two months, the steel frame-
work, the floors and the roof will be
completed. The exterior walls and the
entrance will follow, with the building
being closed in by June. Interior work
on these areas will progress as comple-
tion of the work allows.

- David Mandehr

Gift [tems « Windows « Doors
Repair & Restoration

Cathy Lybarger, Owner

WORLD HEADQUARTERS:

819 EAST JOHNSON STREET

MADISON, WISCONSIN 53703
(608)256-5037
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www.windowcenter.com

Your neighborhood window and door store!

608.233.3110 608.233.7260 (fax)
3809 Mineral Point Rd. Madison, Wl 53705
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Residential Zoning Advisory Committee Considers Alternatives

As of this writing, April 15, the resi-
dential zoning advisory committee is
entering into its sixth month of activity.
Up to this point we have been concen-
trating at learning about what, to no one’s
surprise, has turned out to be a very com-
plex issue. With the aid of support staff
from the city, we have learned how many
other cities have wrestled with this prob-
lem and found a very wide range of op-
tions.

In February we took a very interest-
ing and informative bus and walking
tour of eleven different residential neigh-
borhoods throughout the city. Fortu-
nately it was on one of those unusually
warm days we had that month. The tour
really brought home what a wide vari-
ety, of neighborhoods and diverse range
of needs there are in our community and
it heightened our awareness of the chal-
lenge faced in trying to support and pre-
serve the unique character of each neigh-
borhood with one overall code.

We have also looked carefully at what
flexibility the city would have in chang-
ing ifs ordinances and still be within the
limits defined by the state law which
authorizes cities to establish zoning
codes. “'While { hardly have the legal
expertise that several of the committee
members have, I think I am safe in say-
ing that state law allows for a lot more
flexibility than we first thought.

We have now entered into the pro-
cess of proposing specific changes that
will hopefully turn what most agree is
an out-of-date code and accompanying
appeals procedures into a system that
will work well as we enter into a new
century. I emphasize that the following
suggestions are at best musings and
brainstorms that have been presented
only as food for thought and in no way
should be seen as ihdicating any defi-
nite direction the committee may be
headed in.

In order to more efficiently handle a
large (and possibly growing) task, the
committee has divided into two subcom-
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mittees, a process subcommittee which
considers changes dealing with proce-
dures, and a neighborhood character
subcommittee which is looking at some
of the physical and architectural impli-
cations of possible changes. This is a
rather rough delineation and in truth
there is much overlap in what each sub-
cominittee does byt the creation of the
subcommittees has greatly increased our
capacity to consider alternatives.

I sit on the process subcommittee and
the suggestions I present here come
mainly from its activities.

1. Increased public education. It is
speculated that if homeowners were
better informed about the process they
would have more realistic expectations
of it and be less frustrated if they be-
come involved in it.

2. Increased information required to
be given to prospective buyers by sell-
ers and agents. This is in response to
many stories heard from people who say
that they bought their home planning to
make major improvements only to dis-
cover after the fact that the current zon-
ing system wouldn’t allow it.

3. Increased staff discretion. The
zoning board is supposed to be a board
of appeals but it has evolved into a body
that seems to be making many of what
some think are really just day to day
decisions.

4. Expansion of the conditional use
process

5. Loosening ‘of the variance stan-
dards. This refers to the standards which
now are quite limiting as to the unique
situation a homeowner must be in.order
to be granted a variance.

6. Increased say on the part of indi-
vidual neighborhoods as to the grant-
ing of variances. Again to my surprise,
some neighborhood associations have
been quite hesitant about this idea, say-
ing that they try to avoid being involved
in any possible disputes between indi-
vidual neighbors.

7. A variety of specific changes to
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the code itself. This is more the area for
the neighborhood character subcommit-
tee and I hope to present some of their
ideas in the next newsletter.

The committee meets on the second
and fourth Monday of each month at
6:00 p.m. in the Municipal Building and
the first part of the meeting continues to
be set aside to receive public input. One
or two people have done so at each of
our recent meetings. They always are
well received and often have sparked
the most interesting discussions of the
evening.

Though when the committee was first
created there was some hope that we
would have recommendations ready for
the common council by May, reality has
set in and our current plans are to have
something ready by September. We will
be meeting through the summer but may
change our scheduie somewhat so if you
would like to be there anytime June
through August it may be wise to check
on times with any of your Tenney-
Lapham neighborhood members of the
committee: (GiGi Holland 251-8586;
Diane Milligan 256-1474; or Bob
Kinderman 251-1358. As usual we are
always eager to hear your comments.

- Bob Kinderman
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Ledditorial _ _

The Case of the Obnoxious Personhold Cover

This column will be devoted to pub-
lic griping and praising. I want to give
people a chance to vent (without libel-
ing or defaming, of course) about neigh-
borhood problems and trinmphs. Per-
haps, in this public way, we can find re-
dress from our many expert neighbors.
I think we should put it all out there and
let others have a chance to answer or
argue or correct or praise us. 1 am no
expert on anything but language (and
even there Rob Latousek will be able to
trump me in any matter dealing with
Greek or Latin and several others could
probably take me in a fair game of sen-
tence diagramming.) But even if you
only have problems with dangling par-
ticiples or your infinitive has split and
can’t be located, write in. We’ll run it
up the flagpole and see if we can mix
you a metaphor that salutes. I will start
the sourdough bubbling with the follow-

ing:

Exaggerating our existing and peren-

nial problem of traffic noise on Gorham
Street (and, ] understand, on the corner
of N. Baldwin and N. Brearly too) are
the loose “manhole” or utility covers
which make the sound of cymbals when
cars cross them at high speeds. Inotice
this most at 2-3:00 am or so when cars
are really speeding and so infrequent that
we can nearly get back to sleep before
the next rockets go off. What can we do
about this unnecessary noise pollution?
Knit comforters for them? Install rub-
ber “O”-rings or gaskets? Anybody else
bothered? Sound off in Ledditorials.
- Gay Davidson-Zielske

(Ledditorials should be sent to
WIPOET @aol.com, which is I, Gay
Davidson-Zielske, or to Ledditorial, c/o
TLNA, PO Box 703, Madison, WI
53701. Ledditorials are subject to judi-
cious editing to serve the needs of brev-

ity.)

Alﬁ;*

Eat In

Y ¥ %
* /
Open *fa
flam, - 10 pm™ g °,
7 DGVS a Week Homemade Soups  Beers af Wiscansia

Hot Sandwiches Carry Out -
827 East Johnson Street - 255-2460

eaturing Micro-Browary

TUNING: + REGULATION « REPAIR

2 MARTHA KILGOUR 2563230
7 332 MARSTON AVE. MADIJON W1 53703

WISCONSIN'S LARGEST
SELECTION OF NEW
UNDERGROUND ELECTRONIC
MUSIC ON VINYL AND CD
THAT YOU CAN LISTEN TO
BEFORE YOU BUY

listen for yourself

nice musique

our hours are
12:00 to 7:30 on
Monday, Tuesday,and
Wednesday
12:00 to 8:00 on Thursday
12:00 to 7:00 on Friday
12:00 fo 6:00 on Scturday

our numbers are
phone 608.250.nice
fax 608.250.6425

702 EAst JoHNSON ST

ART & ANTIQUES GALLERY
TUESDAY - SATURDAY 12:00 - 5:00

RANDALL HOPKINS &

608-255-6222
FINE ART
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PATRICIA CROCKER INC.

807 EAST JOHNSON STREET
MADISON, WISCONSIN 53703

ACCESSORIES

ANTIQUES
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Active Listings
Address Bedrooms Baths Price
1229 1/2 E. Dayton 2 1 $ 84,900
1133 E. Mifflin 2 1 $ 96,900
109 N. Baldwin 3 2 $ 97,500
111 N. Baldwin 3 2 $109,900
933 E. Johnson 2 1.5 $112,900
1510 Jenifer St. 2 I $114,900
205 N. Paterson 3 12 $123,500
1105 E. Dayton 5 2.5 $124,900
815 E. Gorham 3 2 $134,500
1050 Shefman Ave’ 6 2.5 $399,000
441 N:Paterson 5 3.5 $429,900
916 Castle Place 4 35 $499,900
752 E. Gorham 5 5.5 $884,900
Pending Listings
Address Bedrooms Baths Price
1318 E. Mifflin 3 1 $109,900
513 S. Baldwin 2 1 $117,500
461 N. Baldwin 3 1 $137,900
1224 Sherman Ave. 6 2.5 $449,900
Sold Listings
Address ist Price Sale Price Sguare Feet % » ! w &
108 N. Baldwin $ 97,900 $ 92,500 928 e o T’
419 Jean $112,000 $103,700 1403 LEVi s 019 r
1125 Sherman Ave, $134,900 $129,000 1216
o . . | Leather &
Statistics compiled by Shelly Sprinkman of Restaino Bunbury & Associates.
Shelly can be reached at 232-7737 or by email at ssprink @mail.execpc.com COUI’JU I'.)/ JQCkei'S
over 600 pairs of
Huge House For Rent wn’rage cords &
1018 E. Gorham Street |ec1ns m_my: ing.
Featuring: 10 "
- 3 Bedrooms with Den $ELL BOT “"!
- Large Kitchen
| 3aoden Floors .F course lots of incense
- 2 Car off-Street Parking “ALL AT LOW pR]cEﬂ
- On Busline o
Available Now “h.n
$1250 plus ufilities ] 7 E : J. %Qn St
Call 244-2471 €08-25 5 4501
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Supervisor’s Report

Land Use is Key Issue for New County Board

First of all I want to thank all of those
who voted in the April 7, 1998 election,
especially those of you who voted to keep
me as the Second District representative
on the County Board. It looks as though
it will be another exciting two years.
Although the margin between conserva-
tives and progressives has been reduced,
we have maintained the majority on the
board. I believe this will be critical dur-
ing the next couple of years. Land use
will be the primary issue facing the Board
and the County Executive and it is im-
perative that we have a strong voice in
directing where development will occur.

In May, County Executive Kathleen
Falk will be presenting her recommen-
dations on future land use in Dane
County. These recommendations have
been formulated through an extensive
process of eliciting input from any and
all interested parties. The Land Use
Workshops that drew over a thousand
persons from all parts of the Dane County
community; the Vision 2020 process, a
policy framework that was developed
through an extensive planning process
and is supported by the County Board;
the County Planning Department; and the
Regional Planning Commission have all
played an important role in the develop-
ment of the recommendations.

Although the past two years have seen
substantial growth in the population out-
side the City of Madison, a concerted
effort has been made to contain that
growth within the urban service areas
identified in city, village and township

land use plans. While it might not seem
important to the folks in the Tenney/
Lapham neighborhood, it is. Lack of
strategic planning can result "in more
traffic through our neighborhoods and
higher taxes for all of us.

I was very pleased to hear of the
great turnout on the Yahara River Park-
way Planning meeting. 1 would encour-
age Tenney/Lapham decision-makers to
investigate the possible use of the
BUILD program to help fund proposed
activities in the Yahara Parkway. The
BUILD program is available to local
governments to assist in completing
projects that include proposals to:

-Redevelop, rehabilitate, and pre-
serve historic structures in adowntown;

-Redevelop part of a business dis-
trict or commercial corridor to accom-
modate alternative forms of transpor-
tation and enhance nearby residential
neighborhoods;

-Infill an area with pedestrian-
friendly, mixed use development;

-Restore and provide for limited
compatible development within an ex-
isting historical hamlet;

-Redevelop an obsolete,
underutilized, andfor environmentally
contaminated area.

This would require the Tenney/
Lapham Neighborhood Association to
work together with the city to develop
a proposal for the Yahara Parkway.

The timetable for the BUILD pro-
gram began in February of 1998 with
the organization of the BUILD Com-

246-8535

= Sashman Services
Broken Ropes, Glass, Glazing, Etc.

Lose the Stick!

Larry Pinger

Professional Craftsman
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mittee. Requests for Proposals (RFP)
will be developed and distributed to lo-
cal governments in April with responses
due in May. If there is interest in par-
ticipating in the BUILD program, mem-
bers of the Yahara River Parkway Com-
mittee or of the Tenney-Lapham Neigh-
borhood Association can contact Jeanne
Sieling, Director of the Dane County
Planning Department at 267-4122 for
additional information.

Again thank you for your support and
please share your concerns or questions
with me. Ican be reached at 255-8913.

- Supervisor Judy Wilcox

CORK 'N
BO'I'I'I.E

PRESENTS...

»‘~“\\. Y .‘\\,\\}\'\\ \\‘\

Once upon a time,
Randy lived above the
Cork 'n Bottle... now the

Cork 'n Bottle is selling a
Belgian-Style Abbey Ale

brewed by Randy at
Brewery Ommegang in
Cooperstown, New Vork.
This ale is a top-{ermented,

bottle-conditioned, rich,
fruity, aromatic,
Burgundian breuw.

Try one and become an

Ommegangster,

Just $3.59

(for a 250: Eattfe)

! L
LA :.

LIQUOR STORE & ALTERNATIVE THINK TANK
855 EAST JOHNSON « * 256-3620+ YISA/MC
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| Yahara River Parkway

Actions Planned to Make the Parkway a Reality

Saturday April 18 was a great day to
be outdoors, but a group of thirty plus
Isthmus neighbors decided to sit around
and dream about a river....the Yahara
River specifically. Some stayed all day
while others dropped by (including our
County Executive Kathleen Falk) for
smaller portions of the day to contrib-
ute their thoughts or provide letters
about what the Yahara River meant to
them. The participants spent most of
their time at Lapham School discussing
how citizens could come together to sup-
port needed river landscaping initiatives.
What a wonderful way to develop some
personal and neighborhood re$olutions
for the next millennium!

The day started.off with an éxcellent
ptesentation by Prof. Amie Alanen from
the UW about the historic park planning
efforts made at the turn of the century
by the Madison Parks and Pleasure
Drive Association and noted landscape
architects Q.C. Simonds and others.
Small groups were then formed and ex-

pertly coached by the facilitators (Bert
Stitt and Ann Forbes) through a very
ambitious agenda. The groups put to-
gether a time line tracing human influ-
ence on the river from the time of the
glaciers up to the present. Individuals
shared their hopes and hesitations about
the future of the river. The value of the
Yahara to our neighborhoods became
quite apparent early in the forum.
Neighborhood rituals like the canoe trip
to school on the last day of classes and
personal recollections of walks along the
river to see a sunset on Mendota or a
moonrise on Monona were all shared.

" Each group developed (cobbled up!?) a

skit during a working lunch envision-
ing life along the Yahara in the year
2008. Finally we came together to de-
velop action items so these dreams can
become a reality.

These actions include a full range of
neighborhood and broader community
participation. For example, Dennis
Tande and students from O’Keefe

Uy R N I §

s N&xvp

Solid Hardwood Furniture Made To Order

Orts’

1257 E. Johnson St. Madison, WI 53703 608/251-2441

Middle School will take the timeline and
put together a more permanent display
to be shared with the students, the neigh-
borhoods and others interested in the
riverway. Working meetings for the
landscaping and organization groups
will be held at the Urban Open Space
Foundation office at 200 N. Blount
Street on the evenings of May 4 and 5,
respectively. It is the intent of these ac-
tion groups to work and coordinate the
landscape projects with riverway resi-
dents, neighborhood associations and
city staff to complement existing efforts
to improve the parkway. A town hall
meeting to discuss parkway issues and
the progress of the smaller sub-commit-
tees will be held on May 19 - 6:30 PM
at the Atwood Community Center. All
are welcome! For more information call
the Urban Open space Foundation at
255-9877 or Ed Jepsen 255-2845.

The forum was sponsored by the non-
profit Urban Open Space Foundation
(great job Geri Weinstein-Breuning and
Heather Mann) and was supported by
contributions from the Brittingham
Foundation, TLNA , the Marquette
Neighborhood Association and the
Greater Williamson Area Business As-
sociation. The generosity and hard work
of these sponsors should be appreciated
by all of us who enjoy the river now yet
see and even better future ahead. It was

‘one of the better forums I have attended

and we even finished an hour early!
See you along the Yahara!

- Ed Jepsen
Join TLNA ,

Send this form with dues Minimum dues: Papend iec k,s
(see right) to: TLNA, PO  Adults (ea.) $2.00
Box 703, Madison, WI  Semiors  $1.00 Upholstery
53701 Business $5.00 Our New. L ity |

Additional contributions are welcome! ur New, Larger Faci .1ty Is at
Name: 6621 Century Ave., Middleton
Address: behind the Stamm House
Phone: Tel: 827-0950 Fax: 827-0948
E-mail:
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